
 
 
 
November 18, 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Neighbor: 
 
Please join us for a community webinar on December 2nd to review initial findings from preliminary 
technical studies and review ideas for potential enhancements to the bridge and roadway. 
 

Mission Canyon Bridge Studies 
Initial Findings Webinar 
Wednesday, December 2, 2020 
4:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
Online - https://zoom.us/j/93652724052  (recommended) 
Call in - 1-408-638-0968, ID 936 5272 4052 

 
Over the last year and a half, the City of Santa Barbara and our project team have started technical 
studies surrounding Mission Canyon Bridge. These have included initial work on geotechnical studies of 
soils and seismic considerations, hydraulic studies to review flooding risks and water flow, water quality 
and storm water reviews, safety analysis and transportation studies, biological studies, archaeological 
and historic resource analysis, and others. 
 
Please join us on December 2nd to see the preliminary findings and potential ways to address safety 
issues and community requests. You can view preliminary information on the Mission Canyon Bridge 
Studies online at www.MissionCanyonBridge.com. (Please note, we will post information shared at the 
December 2nd after the webinar.) You can also reach the project team at 
info@missioncanyonbridge.com or 805.618.5331. 
 
Background 
 
As you may know, many discussions have occurred about ways to improve vehicular, pedestrian, and 
bike access in this area dating back to the 1900s. One of the first steps was to attach a pedestrian 
walkway to the bridge in 1929. Following that, the bridge was widened with an addition in 1930. More 
recently, in 2014 and 2015, community groups, homeowners associations, and concerned citizens worked 
with the City and County to discuss ongoing issues and potential solutions.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
The following are a few of the challenges associated with the bridge and roadway: 
 
• declining lifespan and structural ratings for the bridge, including a hole in the concrete under the bridge 
• preparation for earthquakes – there is a fault line under the northwest side of the bridge 
• addressing existing collision patterns to improve vehicular, pedestrian, and bicyclist safety (Vision 

Zero) 
• insufficient pedestrian walkways, crosswalks, and bike lanes that connect to Mission Historical Park, 

the Santa Barbara Mission, Rocky Nook Park, and the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History 
• constricted water flow under the bridge during large storms and ongoing thorough planning since 

Mission Canyon Road is an evacuation route and Rocky Nook Park was the site of a debris flow 
 
Initial Public Comments 
 
Below please find a sampling of initial public comments shared at the Mission Canyon Bridge Studies 
kick-off on April 25, 2019.  
 
 Pathways & Access 

 Connect paths to improve walkability in the area – connections could include 
moving the water trough to provide space, creating a pathway on the downstream 
side to better connect the Mission to the Museum, or paths on both sides 

 Add crosswalks with high visibility or evaluate an alternative route 
 Include access for those with disabilities 
 Add bike routes or increase safety for bicyclists 

Bridge 
 Maintain, protect, and update the bridge so that it fits with today’s uses 
 Avoid widening the bridge, reuse existing walkway space in a better way  
 Keep the stone bridge 
 Please note, as a historic landmark, the bridge will be looked at following both City 

and State guidelines and processes for historic structures. We have 2 historians on the 
studies team to guide this work. 

Lighting 
 Add pedestrian and street-level lighting, hard to see at night – unsafe 

Road & Traffic Speeds 
 Make people slow down, enforce speeds, create better ways for people to 

appreciate the area and stop speeding through it 
 Fix the road for safety but keep traffic speeds down 
 Will fixing the road prevent people from driving into the walls? 

 



 
 
 
APS/Los Olivos intersection 

 See if there are fixes for the Alameda Padre Serra and Los Olivos intersection even 
though this might be outside the study area 

History & Location 
 Keep the rural look and feel 
 Include the Chumash - Please note, Native American coordination is part of the 

studies process [though no archeological digs will occur]. Chumash members were at 
the kick-off and have graciously agreed to participate throughout the process. 

Creek 
 Improve fish access, remove concrete, leave existing large rocks and pools 

Utilities 
 Is there a way to underground utilities? 

Storms 
 The bridge survived past large storms. Please consider that in planning. 

 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Rob Dayton 
Transportation Planning & Parking Manager 
City of Santa Barbara, Public Works 

 
 
 
 
 
 


